Congestive heart failure, hypertension, and hyperreninemia in bilateral Wilms' tumor: successful medical management.
Congestive heart failure is an unusual complication of the hyperreninemia of Wilms' tumors. Cases with bilateral tumors present a difficult management problem. This is a report of the successful medical management of a child with congestive heart failure secondary to hyperreninemia from bilateral Wilms' tumor. Hypertension and hyperreninemia were extensively documented. Their etiologic relation to the congestive heart failure was supported by the patient's improved cardiac function following specific renin-angiotensin blockade. With unilateral tumors, surgical excision corrects the hypertension; however, with large bilateral tumors, excision is out of the question. A unique feature of this case is the ability to control the blood pressure with saralasin. With subsequent antitumor therapy, renin concentrations decreased proportional to tumor size, and renin angiotensin blocking therapy could be discontinued.